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“The air I breathe, in a room empty of you, is unhealthy”

- John Keats
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Reflection on the Mysterious Co-incidence of
Saint-Exupéry

Ms. Joyee Banerjee

The first time I read “The Little Prince’ by Saint Exupery, I
was captivated by its illustrations that forced me to step out of my
“intellectual” normativity and perceive visuals through the eyes
and the imagination of a child. The author deeply feels the inability
of humans to acknowledge what is of true value in their lives. He
believes that since a child is free of inhibitions from the scientific and
physiological world, its mind is more receptive to the multitude of
emotions, feelings and other such sensations, whose values we find
depreciating in our modern society. As a passionate aviator, Saint-Ex
himself was a wanderer lost in the mysteries of the sky. In this novel,
we find his imagination floating amongst the celestial bodies in inter-
galactic space. The emergence and disappearance of the Little Prince,
with his promise to come back again, can be considered a kind of
spirituality that is not uncommon, but a sensation that binds one to
the material and abstract realities of the world. To think that this same
man was sent to the battlefield, and instrumented according to the
megalomaniac tendencies of warlords, is not only heart-breaking but
violence to humanity. A person who has touched countless hearts from

across borders and languages for his humanitarian and philosophical

Ms. Joyee Banerjee

& Writer, Independent Researcher
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approach to life and arts was not exempted from being a puppet in the
hands of state machinery and was finally executed by the same.

The book begins with a child’s frustration with adults who
miserably fail at connecting with his imaginative wavelength. Not
even a single grown-up had been able to really ‘see’ through his
picture of a snake that had swallowed an elephant, which was rather
stupid of them, according to him. The striking difference between the
artist’s and the viewer’s perception and imagination becomes apparent
here. A question that is bound to arrive as one goes through these
first four chapters of the book is, ‘what is art?” As we embark on this
journey of learning the histories of something that is not very well
defined (scientifically speaking), this question keeps lurking behind
the back of my head. On what some of us can agree is that art is a
form of communication. If we consider cave paintings as one of the
primordial arts, we can find resemblances of their lived experiences in
the form of men dancing or hunting-- as can be seen in the cave-walls
of Bhimbhetka, India. What we can assume from this is that even in
during the initial phases of human evolution, humans felt the urge
to share their stories. Their expression was in the form of lines and
curves that wove an image before the eye, which has been of relevant
significance, both then and now. Yet, the concept of ‘art’ is not as
primitive as all that. It is much later that we started categorizing these
stories as ‘art, but they existed even before that. So what we can gather
is that the concept of ‘art, as we understand today;, is a production of
human civilization, more precisely the European Enlightenment. It
can be a language with which we convey ideas; however, it is not only
amode of expression but also requires a certain amount of perception,

to identify something as ‘art.
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Seen from this aspect, we can say that art is all-pervasive. Apart
from writing, painting, singing or sculpting, art is in our daily lives,
more than we give it credit for. As living beings we are constantly in the
process of communication, be it with other humans, animals, nature,
or even with oneself! And this communication is constantly changing
us, shaping our perceptions and formulating the fundamentals of our
expressions. If the cave-paintings are today considered as ‘art), then it
is likely that the invention of fire was art; the invention of agriculture,
machinery and the entire struggle for existence. Therefore, art can
be considered a necessary tool for survival. However, art is not god.
Art also belongs to the unholy and darker impulses of the mind. For
example, a fine thief can excel in the art of stealing, and the planes that
can be made to fly in the sky can also be made to destroy lives and
cities. Art, maybe, lies in the eye of the beholder.

A piece of art is incomplete without its artist. It is only when
we look at it through the contextual layer of the artist’s perception,
do we succeed in paying it its deserved value. Once we perceive the
message on an artwork from the perspective and context of the artist,
its position in the larger view of the societal framework gets clearer
inside our head; what might have seemed to be a trifle, moments ago,
starts metamorphosizing as a ‘work of art. Thus, a work of art is a
continuous process that keeps going on as people discover and re-
discover them at different space, time and language. Coming back
to the story that we had started with, the fate of the great humanist,
writer and artist, Exupery, as he disappeared one day while on a
reconnaissance mission led by the Allied Forces in World War II.
Though for a long time it was not known how he died, continuous

research and fieldwork discovered a wrecked aircraft that contained
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the bracelet with Exupery’s name inscribed on it.

During World War II, the German troops that fought against
the Allies had to face bitter consequences too. It too contained
soldiers, who were equally free-spirited and believers in humanity.
Many of them have been able to re-join their personal interests after
the war was over. Amongst them, there was another Luftwaffe pilot,
Rippert Horst, who was not only an avid reader of Exupery but also
admired him as his hero. Exupery was his inspiration for learning to
fly planes, even before the war had started. He says in an interview
with the researchers, “He knew admirably how to describe the sky,
the thoughts and feelings of pilots” (Nytimes.com). Though Horst was
imaginative and creative to have felt the wonder in our author, he too
was a scapegoat to the war and what is most tragic is that the aircraft
that shot Exupery’s was piloted by him. Even before the researchers
could gather sufficient evidence to solve the mystery, Horst was aware
of what he had done. The trauma that was inflicted on him thereafter,

would leave a shadow for the rest of his life.

It is the tragedy of civilization that it is faced with such
gruesome realities, it is a shameful failure on the part of humanity.
What had the potential to create new lives and possibilities, was

attacked, broken and dispersed.

The broken aircraft that brought down Exupery still lies
underwater, probably a little modified with the years of ageing. Some
people say that there’s no point in searching the remains of the wrecks,
as all the jewels are hidden away in his books. Yet, this discovery
pushes us to the edge of realization that is more than just a toggle of
historical anecdote. This is how an artwork continues to live and grow,

even after years of its creation.
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“Always be yourself unless you can be

»

a bird, then always be a bird...

Title: Golden fronted leafbird (Chloropsis
aurifrons)
Size: 8.4” x 6.5”
Media: Watercolor on Paper

Title: Scarlet finch (Carpodacus sipahi)
Size: 9.5” x 6.5”
Media: Water Colour on Paper
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Mr. D. K. Lakra, AGM
Al Steel Authority of India Limited
| Photos captured @ Iceland
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Ms. Amrita Pal
| Assistant Professor, Department of Economics
7= B.B. College, Asansol
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Employment News PDF versions

https://www.jobriya.in/employment-newspaper-this-week-pd-
f/#Download Latest Weekly Employment Newspaper PD-
F _E-Version
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B. B. College, Asansol has signed an MOU with
CSIR-CMERI, Durgapur

On the 21st of January e oy —
€ wee
2021 at CMERIL CSIR-CMERI @CSI... -3h oo

Durgapur, B. B. College, To provide opportunity of

hands on Experience & #skill
development with Latest
Technologies to the Science
#Students & to nurture the

MOU agreement with the it s Ito oo
CSIR‘CMERI, Durgapur #S hers
in order to felicitate hands-

Asansol had signed an

p eures , #CSIR-
RI signed MoU with
llege #Asansol.

on training experience ——

and capacity Dbuilding 8
in college students. The “- X ‘} ; : 2!
agreement has begun its academic journey of _/ 5}. e
germination from the 4th March 2021. The

College authority possesses a strong conviction that it would definitely
mature into a giant tree with a strong and woody bark and green
leaves. With the fruition of the MOU agreement and the first batch
started its training from 4th March, B.B.College exposed its would-be
science graduates to CSIR labs for the best outcomes where students
would be groomed and trained by the best.

Basanta Utsav (the Spring Festival) celebrated

n the day of Dol Purnima, 28th March,
Othe collections of lyrics, rhythms,
and melodies as contributed by various
colleagues and students were duly curated
and offered online by the cultural committee
of the college for the recreation of larger
B.B.College family.
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International Women’s Day observed
nternational women’s day W
was observed on 8th March [

2021 in collaboration with
Women's Cell, Banwarilal i
Bhalotia College, Nehru Yuva Zees

Kendra, Durgapur, and Lions Club of Asansol An onhne seminar

was organized to discuss and deliberate on relevant issues pertaining
to girl students and women. The speakers included Dr. Amitava Basu,
Principal, Banwarilal Bhalotia College Asansol, and Ms. Madhumita
Jajodia, Principal, Durgapur Women’s College. The program also saw
a drawing competition participated by forty-five students.

International Mother Language Day observed

nternational Mother Language Day [
Iwas observed from the physical h&
space of the college maintaining all
Covid guidelines. The august program
was organized jointly by the Cultural
Committee and Department of
Bengali. The day was suitably observed
with dance performances prepared — gm
by students, musical renditions by

various colleagues. And relevant
speeches delivered by students and ‘\ »
teaching and non-teaching colleagues, &
the recitations in Bengali, Hindi,
Urdu, Rajbangshi, and Bhojpuri made
the day wholesome.
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The Department of Urdu, Banwarilal Bhalotia College

Asansol organized a One Day State Level Seminar

he seminar on Wahshat kalkatvi: Hayat- ce

o-Fun granted by NCPUL MHRD govt i
of India, Delhi organized on 25 February
2021. The Seminar was inaugurated by
Prof. Damodar Mishra, Vice-Chancellor,
Hindi University, Howrah, West Bengal, —
the key-note address delivered by Prof. S.S. 3
Haseen Ahmad, HoD, VKSU, Ara, Bihar,.
welcome address was delivered by Prof. Dr. |

Amitava Basu, Principal, B. B. College, and Dr. Md. Mashkoor Alam
(Mashkoor Moini) Assistant Professor & Coordinator, Department of
Urdu conducted this session. After the Inaugural Session, the papers
were presented by several Scholars on the concerned topic in the
second and third Sessions. Many Students and literary personalities
part1c1pated in the Seminar.

Department of Botany, B.B.College, Asansol started offering
a Certificate Course on Mushroom Cultivation

G students from any discipline W,

of Banwarilal Bhalotia College, §
Asansol, and also from other Colleges £
were welcome to attend the thirty-two |
hours course that held from 23. 02. : :
2021 to 26. 02. 2021. This courseware encompasses various facets of
the mushroom culture. The said course would enable students to be
self-reliant. Seventy eight students have enrolled for the Certificate
Course of forty five hours of duration.
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The Department of Physics observed
the National Science Day

he Department of Physics, B.B. gzree
College, Asansol 28th February
2021 as National Science Day (NSD) |
to mark the discovery of “Raman m
Effect” by Indian Physicist and Nobel *
laureate Sir C V Raman and also to

ational Science Day Observatior by
anr\IEh\\ college A

motivate the students and science
aspirants. The program consists of

two keynote addresses “the life of Sir

C.V. Raman” & “Science literacy & its _

importance” delivered respectively by national science Day observation by
Banwarilal Bhalotia college Asansol

146 views - Streamed 3 months ago

our faculties followed by a welcome
address. The students, faculties from
other departments and colleges, participants from other public
domains have also attended the program.
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Next Issue : Rain
Colour Theme : Green

Send your comments, suggestions and entries at
grasstableofb.b.college@gmail.com

. Z&Otaé

The contribution is open to all.

You may consider sending your write up in not more than 1000 words
Selected languages for submission : Bengali, English and Hindi

The creative work should convey a Title and the mention of creative genre
One person may send single entry for one issue.

The submission needs to be accompanied by a photograph of the contributor and
the mention of the affiliated institution

Grass Table would not send any acknowledgement against any submission.

The decision of editorial board is final in matters pertaining to publication
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